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This contribution aims at analysing the relationship between the neo-fascist Party, the Movimento sociale italiano (MSI), and the Italian workers between 1960s and 1970s. In this phase, precisely in 1971 and 1972, MSI reaches the historic peak of its electoral consensus. The political strategy aimed at enlarging its social base towards different categories of workers is here reconstructed: not just the working class, but also civil servants and the so called lumpenproletariat. The analysis keeps account of the Italian territorial differences, through the most significant events (in particular, localist revolts of Battipaglia and Reggio Calabria in the South and the “autunno caldo” in the North). Considering the scarcity of archive sources, press and memoirs of the Party’s political leaders are maily used. For this reason we focus above all on propaganda and communication of MSI and of the trade union associated to it, Cisnal, with particular attention to the issues of co-management and corporativism, and populist discourse (the workers incorporated in the “People”, meant as an economiacally and socially undistinguished unit, against “the élites”). An attempt is made at assessing the levels of workers’ consensus obtained in such a way.

