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Break any old Thinking, Imperialism is now!

Labour and Law in Africa at early XX Century
Between XIX and XX century the western legal culture started to use a comparative approach to labour problems: the jurists began to study different instrument to solve the domestic social question looking at foreign experiences. At the same time, on one hand the legal international congresses and the discourse of single jurists were focused on new specific subjects, taken from the politics such as the “work in colonies”, on the other hand the using of some current categorises emerged, the “imperialism” at first. 

In this context, with the aim to developed an efficient strategies to direct the economy in the colonial territory, the legal thinking supported the European powers to built a new politics of labour marked by a interesting and complex relation relationship between Metropole and Colony.

Focusing on the legal features of this main connection, I’d like to underline two aspects.

1) From an international point of view, the legal discourse about labour in colonies was a part of a bigger tendency of discipline restoring, following the crisis of liberal paradigm. The question for international jurists was not only war and peace in European space, but there were so-called «administrative» problems needed to be solved thanks to a larger action: international treaties about labour were signed, including the regulation of transnational workers (Chinese workers in Transvaal, for example) and the forced labour in colonies was a main theme in the legal scientific production.

2) From an inner point of view, the Italian one, the African colonies appear such as an “experimental legal space”. In spite of metropole legal tradition, the labour law in colony included different king of work and different kind of people, there was a multiplication of legal subjects of reference, according to race identity/nationality of workers. A new method to govern labour was rising.

