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Authors take sides: Workers’ literature in the 1930s Left Review
In the 1930s there was a serious attempt by left-wing authors and editors in Britain to create a literature that reflected working-class life. The growth of antifascist movement helped expand the international front of social and/or socialist literature. In 1934 Left Review ran a competition for workers to describe an ordinary working-class life in Britain. Nine winning texts were published and editor Williams-Ellis commented that ‘there is not a novelist writing today who has not got something to learn here’.  The paper will try to analyse the impact of these texts and the reasons behind this creative upsurge. It will also try to offer comparisons with other working-class texts found in literary journals of the same time and in the archives of the International Brigades.
