Vanessa Ferrari (Scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa-Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München), The "Battle for the Soul of the German Workers": National Socialism and its Workers' Literature (1929-1933)
In 1929 the NSDAP started to promote on its periodicals a literature on factory and factory work, the so-called 'nationalsozialistische Arbeiterliteratur' (or NS-Arbeiterliteratur, national socialist workers' literature). The aim of the Hitler party was to gain the consent of the dreaded blue-collar workers by supporting a literature written especially for them on the model of the communist and socialist one. 

A 'workers' literature' developed in Germany already in the 19th Century as the mouthpiece of the social and political needs of the labour movement. The Nazis imitated deliberately this democratic and socialist genre. In accord to a larger propaganda project developed at the end of the 20's, the NSDAP began to steal melodies, texts and authors from the working class tradition in order to win the blue-collar workers for its cause.

The NS-Arbeiterliteratur was published initially in the magazines of the Strasser Brothers and then in 'Arbeitertum', the journal of the pseudo-unionist wing of the Nazi party, the NSBO, Nationalsozialistische Betriebszellen-Organisation. From then on the promotion of the NS-Arbeiterliteratur was part of a propaganda project, that was carried on until 1938. In my contribution I will outline the propagandistic use of this literature and describe the topics that the NSDAP used to attract the working class before 1933. I will also depict the reaction of the workers.

