Andrea GABLER
(Georg-August-Universität Göttingen)

What Really Matters? Workers' Writing as Part of a Neubeginn of the Revolutionary Movement: The Case of "Socialisme ou Barbarie"

Daniel Mothé is one of the most known worker-writers bearing witness to his experiences as a worker and militant. His first-hand reports emerged from a political project of the group "Socialisme ou Barbarie" which pursued a recommencement of the revolutionary workers' movement at grass-roots level: What really matters no longer was a standard set by (political) experts, but articulated by the workers themselves. The writing, collecting, discussing and publishing of the workers' everyday experiences at the point of production should empower this "prendre la parole" thereby an emancipatory movement. "Socialisme ou Barbarie" published in its journal some 20 testimonies ("témoignages") of employees from automobile industries and an insurance company. These reports center on the social relations in these corporations and attempts of workers' self-organization. They are regarded as "the only first-person accounts of worker experience in the factories under the industrial Fordism of the period" (Hastings-King 2014: 6). They are part of French proletarian literature and in a sense simultaneously go beyond it. This contribution will present and discuss the concept, contents, conditions and problems of the "témoignages"-workers' writing (considering particularly Mothé's narratives) which on the one hand sanded up but also survived in the theory of Castoriadis and influenced later attempts to explore the world of work literarily.
