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Serbia's “anti-bureaucratic revolution” of 1988 was a key link in the chain of events that lead to the violent dissolution of Yugoslavia. The protest wave featured a good deal of participation from workers, though protest demands frequently revolved around Serbian nationalist grievances and inter-ethnic tension in Kosovo. This paper analyzes public discourse by investigating a collection of about 800 cartoons published in the Serbian press in 1988. This provides a way to investigate the wider resonance of Slobodan Milošević's populist turn. The analysis points to the relevance of producerism, an ideology which celebrates blue collar workers as productive and demonizes political elites as parasitic. The analysis encompasses three different newspapers in order to locate ideas which resonate across the political spectrum. The most important commonality is the portrayal of bureaucrats as lazy, often portrayed as sitting in arm-chairs, a symbol of their unproductive character. Therefore, the broad popularity of Milošević's populism can be traced to firmly entrenched notions regarding productive and unproductive work. Producerism can itself be traced to the regime's Marxist roots and concepts such as the labor theory of value or the base and superstructure model.

