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Abstract

Throughout this period Kericho district in Western Kenya was the location for successive waves of plantation strikes. During 1960 alone there were 17 recorded disputes, including two general strikes. In contrast to their counterparts on the coffee plantations in Central Province, tea labourers confronted more centralised adversaries - a handful of plantation companies which more or less monopolised the entire industry.

The paper discerns a pattern of struggle with shifting epicentres roughly alternating between the coffee producing districts of Thika and Kiambu in Central province and the Kericho Valley’s tea plantations, in all cases drawing in processing factories and pockets of industry. The impact of rural labour protest on urban townships is also discussed.

