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The dictatorship of 4th August was imposed at a time when the labour movement arose in the greek society, after a period of massive workers mobilizations and struggles which triggered a series of intense processes in the trade union movement. A basic feature of the politics of the 4th of August regime is that it did not suppress the trade unions but after cruel persecutions and deportations of dissidents trade unionists in exile islands and through a series of institutional interventions placed them under state control. The basic architect of these interventions was Aristeides Dimitratos a former communist and experienced trade unionist of the interwar period who was at the same time general secretary of the General Confederation of Greek Workers and Deputy Minister of Labour in the National Government of General Metaxas. Dimitratos promoted one of the most controlled models of General Confederation of Greek Workers which strengthened the police role of the trade unions, inaugurating a self-assertive model of labour. 
In an attempt to gain workers consent the dictatorship satisfied a series of long-standing demands of the labour movement such as the foundation of Social Insurance Institute, the implementation of the law for social insurances and the establishment of the eight-hour work for both public and private sector. Alongside with these concessions replaced “the outdated class struggle with the collaboration of the classes” in order to improve national production.  Also as a typical fascist regime encouraged the mobilization of the workers in favor of the regime in various ways, such as: with the formation of Labour Battalions, with the introduction of the workers day, with the massive and organized participation of workers in national parades and religious feasts and finally by establishing Labour Days in favor of the regime. 
The goal of this paper is to portray the main institutional interventions of the dictatorship regime within the trade unions movement, which contributed to the centralised reorganisation of the unions and promoted their absolute control from the state. It will also focus on the basic practices   introduced by the regime in order to manipulate workers ideology and through intimidation to gain their consent and finally it will explore the level of this consent in combination to workers resistance practices.
