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Life writing for the public: prose and poetry in working-class press

Because of the variety of texts they comprise, trade-unions’ newspapers can be an opportune material for the study of workers’ life writing. In this paper, I would like to discuss especially those written pieces, in prose or verse, that are published in workers’ newspapers in Greece after the Second World War, which give accounts of the workers’ ways of life and their experiences in the workplace, the family, the school or venues of leisure activities. My archival starting point is the newspaper Mathitiki [Pupils’ newspaper] that was published by the Working Pupils Association of High Schools. In post-war Greece and in a period of central planning against illiteracy, working pupils that attended night high schools were the first cohort of poor urban working-class or rural background kids that had some access in higher education. So, my initial question is how is writing used in a context of mass literacy? And, then, how does the engagement with such forms of writing operates as a means for individual or collective self-presentation in the space of publicity? What kind of ingredients constitute these texts and what can their narrative forms tell us about the practice of writing as a way of creating politically engaged subjectivities? Starting from the Mathitiki texts, I will also try to compare them with similar pieces appearing in earlier or simultaneous publishing endeavors, in order to discern temporal and spatial changes and continuities. 

