Edmondo Montali (Fondazione Giuseppe Di Vittorio), Nazism and workers 

The objective, explicitly stated by Hitler from the beginning of his government, in January 1933, was to make the German people again militarily ready to meet the challenges of the future.

The economy was the instrument which was to allow Germany a renewed military power and its interests were to be put at the service of the highest interests of the nation.

The nation, rearmed according to the wishes of Hitler, had to rely on the compactness, the support and consent of the Volksgemeinschaft, the community of the people. In this case the experience of World War I became, in the imagination of the Fuhrer, a real obsession. Any challenge Germany had to face, it had to avoid the so-called "collapse of the home front" of 1918, in the eyes of Hitler's betrayal that had given at the Germany a humiliating role of decadence.

The war that inevitably awaited Germany would meet, this time, not only a healthy population and integrates ready to face it, but also a nation ideologically cohesive around the Fuhrer. 

The economic measures should not lead to excessive lowering of the standard of living (especially of the working class). Even in the event of a war, however, it was considered inevitable and total.

For this reason, next to the control of the wage, they were used the levers of fiscal and social policy to control the working class so strategic in war production. In addition, special attention was being paid to associations such as Kraft durch Freude,  Hitlerjugend , etc.

A Welfare state in the service of the war and the war, with the exploitation of resources and populations deemed inferior, as the only way to continue to support the welfare state and the living standards of the Germans who, in the name of this situation, would be more easily linked also to the most brutal and murderous actions of the Nazy regime.

The German working class was integrated with important measure in the totalitarian mechanisms, which shared some advantages. The exploitation of resources, material and human, of conquered peoples for the benefit of the German population changed significantly also the conditions under which the world of work was facing the war, at least until the Allied strategic bombing on Germany will make the living conditions of the population really hard. Moreover, the regime was able to introduce measures concerning labor law that showed real attention and not just rhetoric to work. The reactions to the difficulties of the war for the working class did not translate into a collective action but rather in a trend already noticeable in the years of peace: the withdrawal into private isolation. In this process a particular importance is covered by social modernity that the National Socialist movement embodied and which manifested itself in a substantially vertical mobility unknown to the German company.

