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The long-run (1830-1913) movement of the population of Crete from the highlands to the lowlands

One of the most characteristic aspects in the economic and social history of the island of Crete during the period 1830-1913 is the movement of a part of the Cretan mountainous (almost exclusively Christian) population to the lowlands for permanent settlement.


After the presentation of the sources and methodology used for the conduct of the research I will focus on the internal and external factors that caused the aforementioned descent. Regarding the internal factors, the prolonged revolution of 1821-28 resulted in the radical decrease of the population (from 260.000 in 1821 to 160.000 around 1840 approximately) which led to the release of space in the lowlands. To the same result led the exodus of a part of the rural Muslim population from the plains which brought about the numeric superiority of the Christians over the Muslims. In addition, from 1830 onwards, the scenery of landownership changed, as the large landed estates were partitioned and the land -previously owned by the Muslims- passed into the hands of the Christians. Furthermore, the new post-revolutionary status quo was characterized by the political, social and economic power of the Muslim landed aristocracy (agas and beys) and by the trend to equal treatment of the Christians under reforms introduced by the Sublime Porte on the island. The migratory movement was also facilitated by the eradication of the plague that had been emerging from time to time  prior to 1821 and the decline of disease in the marshlands. From 1830 to the union of Crete with Greece (1913) the descent of the Cretan (Christian) population was stimulated also by a significant external factor. The incorporation of the Cretan economy in the world economy brought on the commercialisation of agricultural production on the basis of international demand and propelled the cultivation of the relatively fertile soil of the lowlands for the production mainly of olive oil (the staple product of Crete), caroubs, citrus fruits, grapes and cotton.

