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The paper investigates how the study and dissemination of the female biographies of trade unionists can, on the one hand, influence the collective memory of the trade union itself and, on the other, the role attributed to women within labour movement's historiography, which until recently in Italy has only acknowledged a few top-level female trade unionists. The main findings of the project “Biographies of female trade unionists in Emilia-Romagna (1880-1980)”, will allow us to explore  the potential of extensive collaborative project in reconstructing the level, form and extent of women's activism within the trade unions  in different historical periods. Moreover, the paper will show the possible role played by female trade unionists themselves as active agents of memory as well as the intersection between historical works and the memory process in writing the biographies of female trade unionists in the 20th century. By confronting the biographies of the top-level female trade unionists with the unknown biographies of local female trade unionists, who formed the backbone of the organization in the most unionized Region of Italy (Emilia-Romagna), the paper will try to understand the different paths experienced by female trade unionists over  time.
