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For twenty years, a series of analysis, first in political science and then in the journalistic field, focused on an alleged workers propensity to vote for the National Front. Therefore, in France, it’s very common to read now that the FN is the “first workers' party”.

The issue of my paper is to question this reality, and its eventual novelty, taking into account five elements: a conservative and minority fraction in the French working class since the end of the XIXth century; the strong geographic variations which also refer to various industry branches; the deindustrialization, which caused the accelerated decline of an industrial working class; the weight of abstention and other political choices for working-class voters; finally, the political field, and especially the vanishing of Labor movement.

We would like to analyse the importance of this vote, but also to question the consistency of this analytic discourse. In particular I propose to consider it as a self-fulfilling prophecy and as a new variation in the old discourse, which traditionally dishonoured the working-class, accused of favouring “extremist” parties (the Communist Party in the past and the FN nowadays).

