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[bookmark: _GoBack]Abstract: Women’s and gender history have contributed to expanding historians’ territory to the point of including in it the family and the domestic sphere, which used to be considered a space for ‘natural’ relationships, i.e. belonging to nature, as opposed to culture and history. This has also brought the multiple activities performed in the domestic sphere to the attention of historians, which has contributed to questioning the hegemonic definitions of work. The feminist approach has especially contributed to unveiling the ideological construction of female (domestic) work as non-work leading, by mirroring it in many sources, to a gender-biased representation of work: a representation that associated (real) work with males, paid and/or extra-domestic activities.  
In my contribution, I will focus on the studies that, over the last decades, have contributed to a deconstruction of this ideological construct, have looked for methods to overcome the sources bias and have led to a different representation of work, much more multi-faced and comprehensive.

