European Labour History Network – ELHN

Working Group on “Labour Movement and Migration”
The founding meeting of the ELHN took place at the International Institute of Social History (IISH) on 12 October 2013. The forty scholars who gathered in Amsterdam, belonging to research institutions, archives and journals based in various European countries, felt the need to increase the cooperation among labour history scholars, share knowledge and (digital) material, create a platform for future collective research, and organize conferences and seminars. The Network will primarily include Europe-based scholars (professors, post-doc and PhD researchers, post-graduate students) but will also seek to connect with scholars based outside Europe.

It was agreed to circulate information through Labnet (http://www.iisg.nl/labnet/), the Social History Portal (http://www.socialhistoryportal.org/) and a virtual environment electronic discussion platform (forthcoming); a meeting of the journals group in Vienna will be held during the ESSHC; a first broad conference will be organized, probably in 2015, in conjunction with another event in the field.

A provisional coordination committee was appointed, whose members are: Marcel van der Linden, Stefano Musso, Silke Neunsinger, Leda Papastefanaki, Tibor Valuch, Xavier Vigna, Donald Weber and Susan Zimmermann.

In order to structure the network and overcome fragmentation, the key-role of working groups was underlined. Some working groups were proposed and are now taking shape. Among others: Long term perspectives on remuneration; Pre-industrial labour; Feminist Labour History; Factory/worksite history; Industrial heritage and structural change; workers politics and social movements; Imperial Labour History.
The ELHN Working Group on  

 “Labour Movement and Migration”
Studies on international migrations have multiplied in recent years, no doubt due to the urgency to rethink the issue on the scale of the new “flows” that confront western states. However, the question of the relations between migrants and the workers’ movement has been largely overlooked; these relations pertain not only to labour, but also to cultural and political transfers and exchanges .

The Labour movement and Migration work group seeks therefore to explore, over the long term, the totality of aspects of these often conflict-ridden relations between the workers’ movement and international migrations, and the politics that surround them. 

The first task is to establish a network of researchers whose work relates broadly to international migrations, and beyond that, of those interested in the subject. The goal is to provide a preliminary mapping of the studies that address these questions, the research approaches that are or were privileged, and the projects that are ongoing (publications, doctoral dissertations, or ongoing European research projects). 

Once constituted and functioning, this network hopes to become a site of exchange and collaborative work, notably in the form of workshops and international conferences, but also as assistance for doctoral studies (teaching or research assistance), and to organise and design new research and collective projects. 

For any comments and suggestions, please contact the provisional coordinator of the working group: stefanie.prezioso@unil.ch (+41. 21 6923160)
